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Introduction

Introduction

This International GCSE 4ET1 02 English Literature examination consists of two sections 
(Modern Drama and Literary Heritage) and lasts for 1 hour and 30 minutes. This is an open 
book examination.

Candidates and centres should be congratulated for preparing so well for this exam in still 
very challenging times. All questions performed well with many responses securing marks in 
the higher levels.

AO1 was a strong feature of both Sections A and B, with most responses demonstrating at 
least sound knowledge and understanding of the texts studied.

AO2 discussion was varied across responses with some candidates exploring language, form 
and structure in a comprehensive manner while others might just have commented on the 
effects of particular words or phrases from the texts, without perhaps identifying the 
technique used. A number of Level 4 responses were seen with thorough application of 
analytical detail and a convincing critical style. At Level 5, some very impressive responses 
were seen that used deep understanding of analytical approaches to perceptively respond to 
the question.

In terms of AO4 in Section B, the Literary Heritage section of the paper, some candidates 
performed very well, integrating relevant and purposeful detail about the influence of 
context into their answers to fully support the points made. Others frontloaded context with 
a paragraph at the start or perhaps as an 'add on' or afterthought to their essay, which was a 
much less successful approach. Some candidates did not include any reference to aspects of 
context at all. It is worth noting that literary context is valid as an approach eg with reference 
to tragedy, genre and literary motifs alongside social, cultural and historical context.

Candidates are advised to spend 45 minutes on each section.

The questions on this paper have been designed to enable candidates to show what they can 
achieve in relation to the detailed study of texts.

The total number of marks available for this paper is 60. Both sections carry 30 marks per 
question.
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Question 1

A View from the Bridge, Arthur Miller

Marco: ‘My wife – I want to send right away maybe twenty dollars – ’

How does Miller present Marco as a character with strong moral values?

Many of the responses to question 1 provided an in-depth consideration of how Marco is 
presented as a character with strong moral values in the play.

Responses tended to consider Marco’s motivation for travelling to America in the first place 
to be able to provide for his family back in Italy. Many responses focused on how Marco 
protects his brother, particularly in the boxing scene with Eddie, and his reaction to the news 
that Eddie has reported him and his brother to the Immigration Bureau, particularly the 
impact it will have on his family.

From the responses, it was evident that there were lots of opportunities for candidates to 
show their understanding for AO1 as well as much for candidates to consider in relation to 
language, form and structure for AO2. In particular, there was consideration of the stage 
directions, how Marco subtly protects his brother in the boxing scene, for example, as well as 
the language Marco uses, such as when he first arrives at Eddie’s and Beatrice’s apartment 
and the respect he shows them. There was also focus on the metaphorical language Marco 
uses to describe the impact Eddie’s decision to report him to the Immigration Bureau will 
have on his family.

Comments from examiners:

There were some strong responses to this, which showed a strong familiarity with the text
Marco as a good husband and father was dealt with often, and the incident with the chair and 
the accusation also featured prominently.
Some responses gave unnecessary background on the social situation – McCarthyism and Post 
WW2 Italy/USA – which did not greatly contribute to the answer. More successful responses had 
a strong focus on AO2, and AO1 was generally covered by most candidates in this question to 
some degree.
A fairly straightforward question and most answers seemed to have a good understanding of 
the character and his moral compass.
Focus was often on Marco in contrast to Eddie and how this affected the characters.
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This answer combines thorough and sustained knowledge and 
understanding with effective personal engagement. There is also a 
consistent focus on the question.

The response considers how Marco protects his brother, the trust he 
has for his wife and how he honourably seeks revenge against Eddie. 
Aspects of language, form and structure are analysed, and relevant 
examples are given in support.

There is a range of points in the response for both AO1 and AO2 for a 
mark in the middle of Level 4. Further development of analysis could 
have helped to secure a mark at the top of the level.

Level 4, 21 marks.

A brief introduction and conclusion can help to ensure that the 
response is focused on the question.
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Question 2

A View from the Bridge, Arthur Miller

Explore the significance of marriage in A View from the Bridge.

Overall, the responses to question 2 demonstrated a clear understanding of the significance 
of marriage in the play.

Responses tended to focus on the marriages of Eddie and Beatrice, Catherine and Rodolpho 
and Marco and his wife.

There were some thoughtful responses that considered how Marco trusts his wife 
completely, even when teased by other characters. Several candidates considered the 
changing nature of the relationship between Eddie and Beatrice, with opportunities for 
candidates to explore Beatrice’s language and how it points to Eddie’s neglect of her. Many 
focused on Beatrice being presented as a typical housewife and how, ultimately, at the end of 
the play, Eddie shows that he does indeed love his wife.

For AO2, there was a range of evidence of points covering language, form and structure. 
There were some interesting points made relating to the impact of Catherine’s and 
Rodolpho’s marriage on the marriage of Eddie and Beatrice. As with question 1, there were 
sufficient opportunities for candidates to address the assessment objectives.

Comments from examiners:

The marriages of Marco/Mrs Marco, Eddie/Beatrice and Catherine/Rodolpho were covered 
equally.
Most responses considered the marriages individually whilst more successful responses 
considered what each marriage communicated about the idea of marriage in general. Some 
responses inhibited their final mark as a result of not addressing AO2.
There was some genuine engagement and the question seemed to have served the candidates 
well. I also enjoyed marking it.
More successful responses dealt with the different marriages, but largely focused on Marco’s 
and Eddie’s. Comments seemed to be more detailed on the former, as those about Eddie just 
dealt with the lack of closeness with Beatrice.
There was clear understanding of the impact of poverty on those remaining in Italy and of 
attitudes to marriage.
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This response considers the significance of marriage in the play.

There is some evidence of knowledge and understanding of the play 
for AO1. The main focus of the response is on Eddie's and Beatrice's 
marriage and references are made to the text. There is also brief 
consideration of Catherine's and Rodolpho's marriage.

There is some evidence of understanding for AO2, such as the contrast 
drawn between the marriage of Eddie and Beatrice and that of 
Catherine and Rodolpho. Further evidence of understanding for AO2 
could have helped to secure a mark at the top of Level 2.

Level 2, 10 marks.

The Point, Evidence, Explanation (PEE) approach can help candidates to 
achieve a mark in Level 3.
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Question 3

An Inspector Calls, J B Priestley

Explore the theme of helping others in An Inspector Calls.

There were several detailed responses to this question, which showed a thorough 
understanding of how particular characters show that they do or do not help others.

Several responses focused on the role of the Inspector and how he attempts to help the 
Birling family and Gerald Croft see the error of their ways, to varying levels of success. Many 
responses considered how the Inspector is Priestley’s mouthpiece, advocating socialism over 
capitalism.

There was some thoughtful consideration of how Eva/Daisy is helped by Gerald, with some 
questioning of Gerald’s motivation, but how she is ultimately let down.

For AO2, there was some consideration of how Sheila changes as the play progresses and, by 
the end, takes over the role of the Inspector in advocating the need to help others in society. 
There was also much consideration of Mr Birling’s language, showing his selfish nature and 
how he is primarily focused on making money without any regard for how his business 
decisions might impact on the lives of others.

Comments from examiners:

Responses showed a very thorough knowledge of the play. There was a lot of unnecessary 
context, which did not add to the responses, and again, strong responses were lax in AO2, with 
very few explicit examples of language analysis.
Some responses produced generic essays which, while of a good quality, did not address the 
actual question.
The main flaws in answers seemed to be either a tendency to write a ‘Responsibility’ essay and 
not properly attend to the question.
Some very partial answers, some just looking at the Inspector helping Eva, or some just looking 
at Mr and Mrs Birling and their lack of help and ignoring Gerald and Eric.
The charity aspect was picked up in most cases and was sometimes accompanied with 
reference to needing to learn lessons to avoid war.
Lots of references to socialism and its impact, to Mr Birling as a symbol of capitalism and to the 
historical place of women in society, which meant that their ability to help was sometimes 
limited due to them being less important.
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AO1 is generally sound in this response with relevant aspects of the 
play selected to explore the theme of helping others.

There is also sound consideration of language in the response, such as 
the discussion of the meaning of the names 'Inspector Goole' and 'Eva'. 

Further evidence of knowledge and understanding, along with 
additional examples from the text, could have helped to secure a mark 
at the top of Level 3.

Level 3, 15 marks.
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There is a choice of two questions for each text. Candidates can play to 
their strengths by selecting the question they feel most confident with.
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This candidate makes a masterful and assured job of exploring the 
theme of helping others in An Inspector Calls.

The response is well-developed, and quotations are embedded with 
discrimination and focus. Critical style is assured and there is a 
cohesive evaluation of the use of form, structure and language. This is 
a well-crafted and confident answer, which fulfils Level 5 completely.

Level 5, 30 marks.

As part of AO1, candidates are required to provide examples to 
support points. As an open book exam, this is likely to be quotations 
from the text. However, depending on the point being made, this could 
be a paraphrase or a reference to a specific part of the play.
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Question 4

An Inspector Calls, J B Priestley

‘Mr Arthur Birling believes he is superior to others.’

How far do you agree with this view of Mr Birling in the play?

As with question 3, this appeared to be an accessible question. There was much discussion 
centring on how Mr Birling sees himself as superior to not just his employees but also to his 
family. There was consideration of how Mr Birling attempts to intimidate the Inspector, 
seeing himself as superior, as well as consideration of how Mrs Birling is described as her 
husband's ‘social superior’ and the impact that has on his character.

Some responses focused on how Mr Birling’s long speeches are, at least in part, a result of Mr 
Birling being inferior to the Croft family and his attempt to impress Gerald, and how he uses 
the engagement of Sheila, his daughter, to Gerald as a way of climbing the social ladder.

For AO2, there was lots for candidates to be able to explore. For language, many candidates 
considered Mr Birling’s speeches, particularly his predictions for the future and his refusal to 
listen to the views of others. Several responses also considered how Priestley uses the 
character of Mr Birling, as a symbol of capitalism, to advocate socialism to the audience. 
There was also discussion of how Mr Birling attempts to intimidate the Inspector, such as by 
referring to the names of people he deems to be powerful and superior in society.

Comments from examiners:

Responses generally had a strong grasp of Mr Birling both as a character and a symbol of 
Capitalism.
Very few candidates engaged explicitly with AO2, including some responses that were very 
assured in other areas.
The main flaw was the tendency to look at the infamous speeches at the start of the play and 
the stage directions.
Few got as far as the bribery attempt or even further to the interaction with Eric and the 
‘triumph’ of the ending.
Successful answers considered Mr Birling's place in society and how he wanted to 
dominate/bully those lower down and to ‘suck up’ to those with higher status.
Mrs Birling was interesting as candidates could not decide whether it was more important that 
she was wealthy and of high social status, or a woman. Most did adopt the more traditional 
stance that Mr Birling was superior.
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This is a brief response with limited knowledge and understanding 
evident.

Although brief, the response does answer the question and a 
quotation is selected from the text.

A mark in the middle of Level 1 is therefore appropriate.

Level 1, 3 marks.

Remember that in Section A, both AO1 and AO2 are assessed.
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Question 5

The Curious Incident of the Dog in the Night-time , Mark Haddon (adapted by Simon 
Stephens)

Discuss the presentation of one character you sympathise with in the play.

There were just two responses to this question. The question appears to have been 
accessible. Both candidates chose Christopher as the character they sympathise with in the 
play.

There were sufficient opportunities for candidates to consider aspects of language, form and 
structure for AO2, particularly focusing on how Ed easily becomes angry with his son, how Ed 
tells Christopher that Judy has died and hides her letters from him, and the difficulties 
Christopher has understanding others.
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A range of points are made in the response, which focuses on why 
sympathy is felt for Christopher.

References are well-selected, and a good deal of ground is covered in 
the answer. The answer is assured in its arguments and just reaches 
the bottom of Level 5.

Further evaluation of language, form and structure could have helped 
the response to achieve a mark more securely within the top level.

Level 5, 26 marks.

Candidates are advised to spend 45 minutes on Section A.
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Question 6

The Curious Incident of the Dog in the Night-time , Mark Haddon (adapted by Simon 
Stephens)

Explore the theme of independence in The Curious Incident of the Dog in the Night-time.

There were just two responses to this question. As with question 5, this question appears to 
have been accessible. Christopher’s growing independence as the play progresses was 
central to the responses seen.
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This answer combines thorough and sustained knowledge and 
understanding with effective personal engagement. It is worth noting 
that although this appears to be a relatively short response, the 
handwriting is small and there is a consistent focus on the question, 
with appropriate examples embedded throughout.

Aspects of language, form and structure are analysed, and relevant 
examples are given in support.

There is a range of points in the response for both AO1 and AO2 for a 
mark in the middle of Level 4. Further development of analysis, 
perhaps by connecting ideas in the text, could have helped to secure a 
mark at the top of the level.

Level 4, 22 marks.

For AO1, candidates should show their knowledge and understanding 
of the text through the scope and depth of examples selected from 
across the text.
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Question 7

Kindertransport , Diane Samuels

‘The main characters have to adapt to new situations.’

Explore the theme of adapting to change in the play.

There were no responses to this question.
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Question 8

Kindertransport , Diane Samuels

In what ways are Lil and Helga presented as mothers in the play?

There were just two responses to this question. There were no discernible issues, with much 
for candidates to be able to consider. Lil and Helga are central to the events of the play and 
their actions and behaviour as mothers contribute to the changes seen in Eva/Evelyn.
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This question requires candidates to consider the ways in which Lil and 
Helga are presented as mothers in the play.

This is an assured response with evidence of a perceptive, critical style. 
A vast range of points are made throughout the response.

There is cohesive evaluation of language, form and structure, and 
relevant examples are selected with discrimination.

The response fulfils the criteria for Level 5.

Level 5, 30 marks.

Carefully select quotations which fully support the point being made; 
precise quotations, such as a word or a phrase, are more likely to show 
the necessary discrimination in the selection of evidence.
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Question 9

Death and the King’s Horseman , Wole Soyinka

How far do you agree with the view that the ending of the play is successful?

There were no responses to this question.
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Question 10

Death and the King’s Horseman , Wole Soyinka

Discuss the presentation of one character you admire in Death and the King’s Horseman.  

There was just one response to this question. The question appears to have been accessible, 
with opportunities for candidates to demonstrate their understanding for both AO1 and AO2, 
particularly having the opportunity to build an argument based on the character of their 
choice.
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In this response, the candidate has chosen Olunde as the character 
they admire in the play.

This answer combines thorough and sustained knowledge and 
understanding with effective personal engagement and a consistent 
focus on the question. Fully relevant examples support the points 
being made.

The response fulfils the criteria for Level 4. There is a little 
misunderstanding in the response, particularly regarding Olunde's 
attempts to prevent his father from fulfilling the death ritual, which 
prevents the response from reaching the very top level.

Level 4, 24 marks.

Remember, context (AO4) is not assessed in section A.
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Question 11

Romeo and Juliet , William Shakespeare

‘Juliet is shown to be a character who is determined to have her own way.’

To what extent do you agree with this view of Juliet in the play?

This question proved to be successful with there being much for candidates to explore. Many 
candidates considered how Juliet appears submissive and obedient at the start of the play 
and how she changes after meeting Romeo. There was also consideration of how, by the end 
of the play, Juliet is so determined to be with Romeo that she takes her own life.

For language, many candidates explored the language of Lord Capulet when Juliet refuses to 
marry Paris. There was also some thoughtful analysis of the language Juliet uses when she 
realises Romeo is a member of the Capulet family and how she is determined that this will 
not come in the way of their relationship.

AO4 points often centred on how daughters were expected to be obedient to the wishes of 
their parents, particularly in relation to marriage. There was also some discussion of how the 
audience when the play was first staged might have viewed Juliet’s behaviour in contrast to 
how a modern audience might perceive her behaviour.

Comments from examiners:

Responses tended to identify Juliet as a strong woman who rebelled against social values for 
love, and candidates generally knew the play well.
There was an inconsistency in addressing AO2, and this tended to impede candidates' marks.
A very doable question. Again, the tendency was only to look at the first half of the play but 
there were, on the whole, good attempts to stick to the question and some subtle analysis at 
times.
Context was generally done well, although completely ignored by some.
Some candidates considered whether Juliet was dominant in the relationship with Romeo and 
how manipulative she was.
There were interesting comments on the roles of women in society and the expectations.
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This response focuses on the question and considers how Juliet shows 
determination 'in the early stages of falling in love with Romeo' and later 
in the play when she goes along with Friar Laurence's plan. Relevant 
examples have been selected from the text.

For AO2, there is consideration of the language used by Romeo and 
Juliet.

There is sufficient evidence of the three assessment objectives to 
justify a mark in the middle of Level 3.

Further development of ideas and more focused consideration of 
language and relevant context could have helped the response to 
secure a mark at the top of the level.

Level 3, 15 marks.

Candidates are advised to spend 45 minutes on this section of the 
paper.
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Question 12

Romeo and Juliet , William Shakespeare

Explore the theme of conflict in Romeo and Juliet.

Question 12 appears to have been as accessible as the alternative question on this text.

For AO1, there was much discussion centred on how the ongoing feud between the two 
families underlies the conflict throughout the play. Responses tended to consider the role of 
Tybalt as a catalyst for the conflict in the play. Whilst there was much focus on the physical 
conflict and violence, such as the brawl between the families and their servants at the start of 
the play and the reference to conflict in the Prologue, there was also consideration of internal 
conflict felt by characters, such as the internal conflict Juliet feels when she discovers that 
Romeo has killed her cousin, Tybalt.

There was some thoughtful analysis of language, such as Tybalt’s aggressive language, as well 
as structure, including how the conflict between the two families is only resolved at the end 
of the play as a result of the deaths of Romeo and Juliet.

Several of the responses successfully explored AO1 and developed points by building in 
points in relation to AO2 and AO4. AO4 often explored how typical it was for conflict, given 
the setting of the play, to be resolved through violence.

Comments from examiners:

There was a good range of approaches, considering internal conflict, inter-generational conflict 
and inter-family conflict amongst other forms of conflict.
Some candidates wrote very general essays about the play, but these were not in the majority.
Most wove contextual details, but some essays focussed too much on the historical background 
to their detriment.
A lovely question and some varied answers, most of which made very valid points.
Internal conflict for Romeo and Juliet focused on by quite a few, in addition to the obvious fights 
in Act 3 and the thumb biting.
Context often very detailed and knowledgeable.
Conflict looked at with reference to Tybalt and his attitude to Romeo in many cases.
Candidates looked at culture and expectations, the use of the chorus to outline the plot and why 
so many end up dead.
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This is a well-crafted and assured response, which covers a lot of 
relevant ground and is focused on the question.

AO2 is often used to develop points for AO1, with some close 
evaluation of language, form and structure.

References to context are embedded throughout the response, 
including the tendency to settle disputes through duels at the time the 
play was set and common beliefs of the time.

Arguments are developed and quotation is selected and embedded 
with assurance.

To secure a mark towards the top of the level, there would need to be 
further evidence of assured understanding in the selection of points.

Level 5, 25 marks.
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AO4 could be addressed through considering how different audiences 
would respond.
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Question 13

Macbeth , William Shakespeare

Discuss the presentation of one character you think changes most in the play.

Responses to question 13 often explored either Macbeth or Lady Macbeth as the character 
who changes the most in the play. In such cases, there was often much for candidates to be 
able to explore.

When considering how Macbeth changes, many candidates considered how he is presented 
as a fearsome, brave soldier at the start of the play, serving for the good of his King and 
country. Many candidates then successfully tracked how Macbeth changes throughout the 
play, up until his death at the hands of Macduff. Several candidates explored the role of 
characters and the impact they have on the changes seen in Macbeth, particularly the 
Witches and Lady Macbeth.

Responses focusing on Lady Macbeth tended to consider how she is shown to manipulate 
her husband, appearing as a powerful character in the play, but ultimately ends up being 
riddled by guilt and how, unable to cope, she kills herself.

For AO2, candidates found much to consider in relation to structure, particularly the focus on 
character development as the play progresses. There was also some in-depth consideration 
of language, such as Lady Macbeth’s language as she belittles Macbeth in an attempt to 
manipulate him: ‘When you durst do it, then you were a man!’

For AO4, there was consideration of the traditional views of masculine power at the time the 
play was written, such as the need for men to be seen as courageous and not to show 
emotions, and how Macbeth fighting fearsomely in battle would have lived up to the 
expectations of a man, using power for good. There was also focus on Lady Macbeth going 
against the female stereotype of the time the play was first staged.

Comments from examiners:

Most candidates chose Macbeth as the character focus, but there were a sizable number of 
Lady Macbeth essays too.
Essays sometimes veered into great socio-historical depth at the cost of textual analysis.
The most successful responses picked apart language forensically and linked this analysis to 
ideas and inferences.
Most chose one of the two main protagonists and there were some excellent answers. As is the 
norm, though, there were also a lot of answers that only dealt with the first half of the play. In 
fact there were a lot of answers that only got as far as the murder of King Duncan!
Some good context on the whole, good knowledge of Aristotle, chains of being and divine right 
demonstrated by many.

Lots of referencing to the Witches and attitudes to the supernatural.

56International GCSE English Literature 4ET1 02R



This question asks candidates to focus on one character who changes the most in the play. In 
this response, the candidate starts by focusing on how Macbeth changes, before moving on 
to consider Lady Macbeth. The consideration of two characters in this instance could have 
possibly limited the opportunities for the candidate to demonstrate further knowledge and 
understanding.
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The response is a little narrative, which is a typical trait of Level 2. 
There are some examples from the text, although quotations are 
limited. Reference to context is brief, with some consideration of how 
Macbeth's behaviour at the banquet would be 'bad for his public 
image'.

On balance, a mark towards the top of Level 2 is appropriate.

Level 2, 11 marks.

Candidates should focus on just one character when stipulated in the 
question. Otherwise, it could limit the scope for candidates to show the 
necessary depth of understanding.
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Question 14

Macbeth , William Shakespeare

Explore the theme of power in Macbeth.

This question appears to have been as accessible as question 13. Several responses focused 
on the power held by particular characters and how this power is used to influence other 
characters, for good or bad. Other responses considered how the pursuit of power runs 
throughout the play, from the murder of King Duncan right through to Macbeth’s death 
towards the end of the play.

There was much for candidates to consider in relation to AO2. For example, many candidates 
explored the language Lady Macbeth uses to manipulate and influence Macbeth, showing 
her power over him. Some responses also considered the impact of the pursuit of power on 
particular characters, such as the language of Macbeth when he hallucinates and how he 
shows his guilt for Duncan’s murder and Lady Macbeth’s manipulative language when she 
encourages Macbeth in pursuit of power.

For AO4, there was much consideration of the Jacobean beliefs about witches, the Divine 
Right of Kings and how Shakespeare wrote the play in an attempt to flatter James I and to put 
off any possible usurpers.

Comments from examiners:

Many responses dealt with this by exploring individual characters and their relationship to 
power.
The more successful responses took a more holistic approach to the theme of power overall and 
used individual moments to support an overarching argument.
Context was sometimes dealt with in more detail than necessary, and linguistic analysis was not 
considered as strongly as the generally implications of dialogue and action.
There were some references to the way that the balance of power shifts as the play progresses.

This is a well-crafted and assured response, which covers a lot of relevant ground. There is 
cohesive evaluation of language, form and structure for AO2 and quotation is selected and 
embedded with assurance throughout the essay.

Contextual points are also integrated fully throughout the response and are wholly 
appropriate.

All three assessment objectives are clearly addressed in full, and ideas are developed 
appropriately. This response fulfils the criteria for the top level.

Level 5, 30 marks.
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The most successful responses integrate references to context 
throughout, often using context to support and develop points for AO1 
and AO2.
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Question 15

The Merchant of Venice , William Shakespeare

‘Antonio is shown to be a character the audience really respects throughout the play.’

How far do you agree with this statement?

There were just a few responses to this question. There were no discernible difficulties. The 
responses seen tended to take a balanced approach, considering how Antonio is a character 
both respected and not, before then reaching a final judgement. The indicative content in the 
mark scheme outlines the range of points candidates could make in relation to the three 
assessment objectives.
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In this response, there is a sustained focus on the question, with a 
range of valid points made for AO1, demonstrating a clear critical style 
and thorough personal engagement for Level 4. Quotations are 
selected appropriately to support points throughout the response. 
There is also exploration of language, form and structure for AO2.

There is detailed understanding of context in the response, particularly 
the widespread Antisemitism at the time the play was written.

The response fulfils the criteria for Level 4.

Level 4, 24 marks.
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For context (AO4), candidates could comment on several aspects, 
including:

the author's life
the historical setting, time and location
social and cultural context
the literary context
how the text is received at different times
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Question 16

The Merchant of Venice , William Shakespeare

Explore the theme of religion in The Merchant of Venice.

As with question 15, there were very few responses to this question. There were no 
discernible issues, with much for candidates to be able to consider, particularly in relation to 
the prejudice shown to Shylock because of his religion.

For AO4, there was consideration of how the modern audience would view the treatment of 
Shylock because of his religion compared to the audience at the time the play was first 
staged.
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This answer sustains a relevant argument and there is a focus on the 
theme of religion. The response considers the two central religions of 
characters in the play and how conflict often arises between characters 
as a result of their religion and beliefs, such as the differing views 
regarding charging interest.

A critical style is deployed, and the candidate works methodically 
through a number of valid and supported points. There are also 
developed references to context.

Further evidence of understanding for AO2 could have helped the 
response to achieve a mark towards the top of the level.

Level 4, 22 marks.

Finding examples from across the text to support a point can help 
candidates to develop their ideas.
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Question 17

Pride and Prejudice , Jane Austen

How is the relationship between Lydia Bennet and Mr Wickham presented in the 
novel?

There were very few responses to this question. Nevertheless, there were no discernible 
difficulties, and the mark scheme outlines the range of opportunities for candidates to 
demonstrate understanding for the three assessment objectives.
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There is limited knowledge and understanding of the relationship 
between Lydia and Mr Wickham in this response and brief evidence of 
understanding of the overall structure of the novel: 'it is after they run 
away together that Darcy and Elizabeth get closer'.

There is also an emerging sense of personal engagement: 'though the 
love for Lydia is most likely fake'.

There is sufficient evidence for a mark at the top of Level 1.

Level 1, 6 marks.

There are three parts to AO1:
demonstrate knowledge and understanding of the text
maintain a critical style
present an informed critical style

81 International GCSE English Literature 4ET1 02R



Question 18

Pride and Prejudice , Jane Austen

Discuss the significance of hope in Pride and Prejudice.

As with question 17, this question appears to have been accessible. Points tended to centre 
on the hopes of characters in relation to marriage. There was also consideration of Mrs 
Bennet’s hopes for her daughters and some thoughtful points seen in relation to how the 
modern-day reader might misunderstand the character of Mrs Bennet and her desperate 
desire for her daughters to marry, linked to the idea of marriage offering security for women 
at the time the novel was written.
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This response focuses on the question and demonstrates sound 
knowledge and understanding for AO1.

However, there is little evidence of understanding of language, form 
and structure for AO2, which prevents the mark moving beyond the 
lower end of Level 2. Relevant references to context could also have 
helped to lift the mark within the level.

Level 3, 14 marks.

A brief plan could help candidates to think about the range of points 
they would like to include in their answer. This might also help 
candidates to remember to include points for each of the assessment 
objectives.
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Question 19

Great Expectations , Charles Dickens

‘Miss Havisham is presented as an evil character in Great Expectations.’

How far do you agree with this view?

There were just three responses to this question. There were no discernible difficulties, with 
opportunities for candidates to demonstrate understanding in relation to AO1, AO2 and AO4, 
as outlined in the mark scheme.
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Candidates are free to agree or disagree with the statement in the 
question and are rewarded on the quality of the argument presented. 
This is a well-crafted and assured response, which covers a lot of 
relevant ground, and successfully builds an argument that Miss 
Havisham is not presented as an evil character in the novel.

AO2 is often used to develop points for AO1, with some close 
evaluation of language, form and structure.

Arguments are developed and quotation is selected and embedded 
with assurance.

To secure a mark higher in the level, there would need to be further 
evidence of assured understanding in the selection of points, with 
further evidence of understanding of context for AO4.

Level 5, 26 marks.

Form, for AO2, could include:
the type of text
the physical organisation of the text
the genre
prose / verse
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Question 20

Great Expectations , Charles Dickens

Explore the significance of social class in the novel.

As with question 19, there were very few responses to this question. Nevertheless, from the 
responses seen, it was evident that there was much for candidates to be able to explore in 
relation to the significance of social class in the novel. Responses tended to consider Pip’s 
journey to becoming a gentleman, having met Estella at Satis House, and how he turns his 
back on Joe. There were some thoughtful points in relation to Dickens’ views on social class 
and the message he conveys to readers as a result of Pip’s realisation that becoming a 
gentleman does not make him a better person.
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This response starts with a brief but relevant point on context.

Sound and relevant points are made in relation to AO1 throughout the 
response and there are relevant examples.

There are attempts to consider language but there is some lack of 
depth to this, which prevents the response from securing a mark more 
securely in Level 3.

Level 3, 14 marks.

Remind candidates to address AO1, AO2 and AO4. All bullet points in a 
mark grid must be addressed in order to gain marks at the top of a 
particular level.
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Question 21

The Scarlet Letter , Nathaniel Hawthorne

How is Puritan society important in The Scarlet Letter?

There were no responses to this question.
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Question 22

The Scarlet Letter , Nathaniel Hawthorne

‘Chillingworth is a person intent on revenge.’

How does Hawthorne present Roger Chillingworth as vengeful in the novel?

There was just one response to this question. There were no discernible difficulties, with 
opportunities for candidates to demonstrate their understanding in relation to AO1, AO2 and 
AO4, as outlined in the mark scheme.
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In this response, there is a combination of relevant personal 
engagement and sound knowledge and understanding of how 
Chillingworth is presented as vengeful in the novel.

Relevant examples are selected from the text to support points and 
there is sound understanding of context.

The response fulfils the criteria for Level 3, so a mark at the top of the 
level is appropriate. Closer analysis of language, form and structure 
could have helped the response to achieve a mark in Level 4.

Level 3, 18 marks.

More successful responses will intertwine AO1, AO2 and AO4 to fully 
develop ideas.
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Paper Summary

Based on their performance on this paper, candidates are offered the following advice:

make sure that you split your time between the two questions – 45 minutes for each. A 
brief plan at the start could help candidates to think about the range of points they are 
able to make on their chosen question
find examples from across the text to support a point to help you develop your ideas
remember it is the understanding in relation to the Assessment Objectives that is 
assessed, not your grammar and spelling
you can find examples from across the text to support a point, which can help you to 
develop your ideas
make sure you know your literary terminology
remember the Point, Evidence, Explanation (PEE) approach which can help to ensure you 
achieve a mark in Level 3
remember how to use form to present your ideas.
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Grade boundaries

Grade boundaries for this, and all other papers, can be found on the website on this link:

https://qualifications.pearson.com/en/support/support-topics/results-certification/grade-
boundaries.html
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